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a2 T isno new thing for men out of their 
kb *.-. defire of Novelty to affect and cndea- 


2 vour achange, butto doe it violently 


LF and tothe ſubverſion of a Government, . 
-f i94 new way of Reformation faund out 
ba in this later and worſe Age. 
| The forcing of ſuchachange has been 
2x the miſcry of this Nation for ſome years 
pattz and now the admitting of it, as the 
readicft way to Peace» is made the Queſtion of theſe unhappy 
Times. There are ſome that ( wiſcly as they think, conſulting 
fafery to themſelves) doe take ic into deliberation, and can (2s 
if they had learn't new Principles of Prudence, luſtice, Reli- 
gion) debare it thus : What are Biſbops to ws ? what iſt tows if 
al Miniſters of the Chureh be made equall, and the Government 
of it twrne Precbyterian ? We ſhall be where we wore, enjoy what 
4 0Hrs, and fhall fill (for they mult ſeem to ſpeake Conſcience 
too) hold onr Religion, and the King-our Soveraigne His Crowne 
Dignity. Coald they make allthis good tothe preſent con- 
ten!mem of themſelves and cheir Soveraigne, yet would there 
be juſt cauſe to complaine, as Ter ewliax did once to the ſhame 
of fome Chriſtiags, O welior Nationumin [nos fides! hew much 
more conſtant and faithfull were the Heathens co their Prieſts ? 
Bur if the Perſons be incenfiderable,the Gevernment is not 
fo for many reſpes: and however indiffcrent men are toany 
Forme of Ecclekiaſticall Policy, yet ſurcly there is ſomething 
in the Government ofthe Church obligator y, and farther bind- 
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(2) 
ing then they are aware of, Calvin thought good to bind his 
unſteady Citizens by Oath tothe Forme 8greed on, that it they 
caſt out Him, yet ſhould they not bis Diſcipline, withcur ba- 
niſhing of Conſcience alſo. We doe not ſay, but many things 
in Church Government arc alterable, as being accidental), and 
pcrmitred tothe prudence of a Church, not left in particular 
cetermined by Apoſtolicall precept or practice; yet cannot we 
' butfay, the Church was fo farre forth provided for in the poynt 
of Government, that,befide the generall Rules, ſome pa'ticu- 
lars thereof were left more efſentiall , and to conrirue in the 
Church unalterable , which # beſides the ſtrength and right 
they have from the tyes of Lawes and cuſtomes of the King- 
dome) doc bind in a more divine way. 

Be it wiſedome then to buy Peace at any rate, yet Jet us not 
. drive the bargaine blindto)d, leaſt we dce if tothe Icfic of a 
good Conſcience, or ( if that be of Iefſe moment with the 
worldly wife) tothe forfeiture of our Reaſon and ſudgement; 
As they will ſurely doe, that promote or accept the Exchange 
of Epiſcopal) overnment for the Presbyterian. 

The jntent therefore and purpoſe of this diſceurſe is to ſhew, 
that it will be againſt Pradence, fuftice, Religion to make ſuch a 
change: Epiſcopacy being (bel1de the advantage it hath of In- 
- ſtitution and Antiquity ) moro convenient and cffeQual] for 

obraining the end of Church Government (the preſervation 
of Truth and Peace, the ſupprefſion of Hereſie and Schiſme) 
and alſo more agreeable with Monarchy, the Civil] govern- 
ment of chis Kingdome. | 

Bur, ſccing it is plaine that theaverſneſſe which ſome have 
to Eriſcopacy,and the careleſle indifference, which is in others 
to either Goyernment,doth much proceed from the miſunder- 
{tanding of the true eondition of both ; I ſhall firſt endeavour 
bricfly & plainly toſhew what Epiſcopacy is, how it appeared 
in its originall, how ſhewne it {c|fe in the practice cCowne 
from the Apoſtles tous; next, what. Presbytery is, what the 
Originall and Conſtitutien thereof ; Then, upon the com» 
pariſon of both, that which I propoſed, will by cafie and plain 
iaferences be made toappeare. | 


of 


(3) 
Of Epiſcopacy. 


E thar takes things in groſſe (as moſtdoe) without due 

examination, and loc ks upon Biſhops as Perſons dignified 
with Titles of Honour, poſſeſt of [ ans and Reveanes, Lovieg 
under them (as the late Covenant ſet them our attended ) 
Deanes, Arch-deacons, Chancellours, Commiſlarics, &c, for 
the exerciſe of Turiſdition , will peradventure thinke there 
can be nothing Apoſtolicall in Epiſcopacy, or that it cannot be 
other,then what he has imagined it to be,and ſonorgreatly tick 
topart with ſucha Biſhop. But he that with adiſcerning cyc 
(as wiſemen ſhould) leoks upon a Biſhop, may in that Perſon 
and his Government ecafily ſce what is Orignall an.i Apoſto- 
like, what brought inaftcr upon good and neceſſary confidera- 
tions, and can ſever what is Accidentall from what is Efſenti- 
all; and will conſider well,upon what rearmes he Parts with 
any thing,thatconcernes the Churchof God or the Miniſtcrs 
thereof. 

E-iſcopacy therefore in it ſeIfe conſidered, is a Prelacy or 
ſuperiority of One above all the Presbyters within ſuch a pre» 
cin& or N:oceſſe ; which One is appointed to have care of all 
the Churches within that compaſſe, and furniſhed with power 
and Authority for Ordination and Turiſdiction {that Authority 
beingnot Arbitrary, butbounded by Lawes, and adminiftred 
or exerciſed with advice and aſſiſtance of certaine choice Pre(- 
byters) to the intent that all churches or Congregations un- 
der him may be provided of able Paſtors, and that both theſe 
inferiour Paſtours and people may performe the duties requi» 
red of them, ; . 

That there is ſuch a power of Ordination and Turifdition 
left in the Church by our Saviour Chriſt,and to continue in it, 
for the Ordaining & ſending forth of Miniſters of the Goſpel!, 
and for the raling and” governing of them andthe Church, is 
a Truth confefled on all fides. Thar the Miniltration of this 
power was not leftindifferent toall Presbyters or Miniſters of 
the Goſpell, but reſtrained to certain choyce men (having 
th-reby a Prelacy and ſuperiority above others) for the more 
orderly Government of the Church, is a Truih alfo, ou_— 
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| cawe to ſuch a condition, we ſce 7imorhy is ſent to have care 
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for.1500 years in the Cathalike Church, however inthis ]aft 
Age oppoſed with all violence by Presbyteriaus. After many 
yh. 6 written for the cvidenciag of this Truth, rake ic 
briefly thus: Oar Saviour upon his departure, gave the 7 welve 
thcir fall Commiſſion in thee words, As xd Father bath [ext 
me,even ſo ſond I you, Foh.20.31. and thereby power to tend 
ethers forthe ſame purpoſe they were ſent themſelves ( that 
is, to Plant and Conftizutc Churches, and to appoyat Paſtors 
and Miniſters in the ſame} and thoſe to ſend others, and foto 
the Worlds end; For this was an Ordanary power to continue 
inthe Church after the Apoſtles, and ro becntruſted with cer- 
tain.choyce men for the fame purpoſe of ſending others, which 
was the ferling of Epilcopacy in the Church, tor the more 
duc and orderly goverament. thereof, This is cleare by the 
practiſe of the Apoſtles ufing this power , and by the continu- 
ence ofthat pratice in thoſe choyeemen,that did ſucceedthem 
in this ſuperiority, Such were Tiwathy.in Epbeſms, and 7 51 
In Creet, as appcars by the charge the Apoſtle gives them in his 
Epiſtles tothem, Such were thoſe Anged of the Churches,our 
Savmour ſends to Kev.2 3. as appears by what, he layes to their 
charge:thereby approving the function and government, bur 
reprovingtherir ncgleAs in the mannaging of it. 

It coald not be expe&ed that the Epilcopa)l power ſhould 
ſhew ir ſelfe in any Perſons diſtiaRt frem the Apoltles, till the 
Churches planted abroad were fo cnlarged by the acceſſe of 
new Converts, that there was need of many Presbyters to Mi- 
niſtcrin them, and ſo of a Biſhop as chiefe Paltor to take care of 
the whole, and [till co ſend outnew laboarers as the harveſt in- 
creaſed, For though the Churches abroad at their firſt planting 
were net without Order (ſuchas they were capable of ) be- 
ing viſited by the Apoſtles or their fellow labourers, as time 
and occaſion gave leave, yer kad they not at firſt ſuch an erder 
by and Presbyters ſetled among them , as they had 
When it ſeemed good to the ”__— ſo te provide for them; 
and that was donc, as I ſaid, when the increaſe of new Con- 
vertscall'd for many labourers to be imployedin and abour the 
Game City. When the Chureh of Epbeſw,and that in Creee 
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of the one, and 7i5txw of the other. Bug by that time as S* /oby 
wrote his Revelations, there had been inthe Churches of ers. 

ſalew, and Alexandria, and Antioch, andinſome of thoſe 
Churches he wrote to, a fuceeſſion of ſeverall Bilhops; a molt 
clearc argument that this c, nay that his and eur Saviour 
the great Biſhop of our ſoules, who wrote by bim to thoſe An- 
ell: or Biſhops, did approve and own this Government of his 


As this appears plainly cnough in Holy Writ, fothe pra- 
Give and continuanceof Epileopall Government, is maſt = 
dear in atihe Ancicat he Councclls, all the Hiſto- 
ricsof the Church, ſo cleare and obvious to any cyethat looks 
nt Ter — of ing and 
Know ould in this poynt be Ppift or Pwritav,cither 
fora ax. or" a Biſhop. 

Calvmhimſelic acknow Inftn 1.4.c.4.5.2, incvery 
City a Biſhop anciently placed , and that according to Hierow 
( the only ſeeming friend the Preabyterians have among the 
Fathers) chere had bcen at «Alexandria, 4 Marco Evangelefta, 
a ſuccefſionof Biſhops from Afark the Evangeliit. So then we 
have an Evangelift for Epifcopacy , it cannat ſurcbe 
tarre from Apoſtolick; but how aſt this contefied antiquiny 
be eluded? even by fach fhifts,as men interefled, thangh.other- 
wiſe jadicious,arc ſomermmesoontent with. I. That Biſhops 
had not then 2 ſuperiority of power, but the Prezbyters,9:m {@- 
berant Epiſcops, vt & oſe frawrumm carwi ſubjiceretar,, Calves, 
ib, Wereſo wndey the Biſhop, that he alſo was ſwhjett to —_ 
pany: tothe company of his bellow Biſhops, it you will, net'to 
the Aſſembly of! the Presbyrers, that were under him; for how 
could Epiſcopacy be availeable ro ſuppreſſe Herefics and 
Sehiſmes among Prevbytere ( the end for which that govern- 
nent, as Horom and _ CE _ mititurcd J: if 
B have net a ſingularity of power ? t power they 
os rho was intered before; and our Bulhops deſire 
no other, then what the Ancicot Biſhopnexerciicd, ao received 
from the Apoſtles, IT. That Epiſcepell Government was in- 
rrotduced hunmno conſonſac fo Calvinibad. But what { onfend 
conld thisbe ? fachan onc as ismade by Cultone.? thar _ 

gan 


'began ſo ſoon as Saint Afarkes time, could not by cuſtome ob- 


taine to the overthrow of a ſetled Presbyterian Government, 
if there had been any ſuch cſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles: or ſhall 
we thinke Saint Marke guiltyot introducing ſuch acuſtome, 
az ſhould be ſo contrary tothe Apoſtolica)l inſtitution ? Or can 
it be ſuch aconfenr,as was ar once agreed upon by the Church? 
How doe we think they ſhould ſo ſoon conſpire to ſabvert the 
Government fixed bythe Apoſtles? and todoe it , ſome of 
them yet living in $* Marker time ? nay to continue it with- 
out check during the life of St Job» the Apoſtle, which was al- 
moſt forty yeares longer ? and that none of the « Logel/s or Bi- 
ſhops of the ſeven Churches ſhould be charged by our Saviour 
for changing the government of his Church, -if it had been for- 
merly Presbyrerian ? -Theſe being Imagihations againſt all 
poſſibility of truth, it cannot be conceived, that the Church 
was left by the Apoſtles under any ather government then 
Epiſcopall. 

Now.it followes we ſhould ſay ſomething of the V/+ and 
Prattice of Epiſcopacy,as it came downe from the Apoſtles to 
us; which, becauſe it may give ſatisfation happily to excep- 
tions taken ar ſome particulars in and about that goycrnment, 
I ſhall endeavour briefly to unfold. 

Chorchee at their jfirſt planting began in Familics, and fo 
{preadthemſelves over Cirtics and Villages about; The whole 
Citywith the plices adjoyning, which thence received the 
Goſpell, made a particular Church of one Denomination, as 
the Church of Epheſics, Laodicea, Smyrna, and as ſtil] we ſay, 
the Church of Lincoln, winchefter, ce. In cach of theſe Chur- 
ches by reaſon of its extent were many Presbyters to miniſter 
rothe people in holy things, yet bur one Biſhop, who was pre - 
perly the Paſtor, 8nd unto whom belonged the overſight and 
care of the whole; For which he had power, as aforciaid, of 
Ordination , (till to ſend out new Presbyrers,28'the number of 
Coavertsincreafed, or as the neceſſities of the Church requi- 
red : and of Juri/diftion, to dire, reprove, cenſure, &c, All 
whichhe did in the preſence and by the advice of his Presby-» 
ters,cſpecially and meſt ufually theſe of the City, who wereal- 
wayesat hand; He having powerthexcfore to call the Preaby- 
ters 
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ters both of the City and Country, tegether on all occaſions. 
which in thoſe firfter Times was done more frequently , be- 
coule then were fewer Canons to diret,what was tobe dons 
in every particular caſe, Anſwerable tothoſe Ciry Precrbyters 
arethe Deane and Prehends reſident in our Cathedral] Chur 
ches, ond who ſees nor, they may be as uſcfull in the Church, 
and as ſerviceable to the Biſhop,asthuſe Presbyters were ? 

The Biſhop had alſo Deacons continaally attending on him, 
who in fucceeding Ages were called chictc or Arch-Deacons, 
in relation tothule other Deacons, that waited upon Presby- 
ters in their charges ; Theſc the Biſhop ſent upon all occalions 
into every part of bis Dioecfle,that they might obſerve how all 
went abroad, and fo upon their report matters might be pre- 
pared the better againſt the Epiſcopall Viſitation or Synod, But 
by degrees they were eptruſted to judge and redrefle the ſmal- 
ler abuſes, greater offences being reſerved tor the hearing and 
determination of the Biſhop ; And upon this truſt nor  plaine 
Deacons, as at firſt, but Presbyters of the beſt repute for Lear- 
ning and gravity were employed,te ſupply the places of Arche 
Deacons, 

And for the better and more orderly Government of every 
Diocefſe, being growen large and of great extent, the Country 
Presbyters were reduced into ſeverall diviſions or Deanryes,& 
in every of theſe one Presbyter was appointed Chiefe, called 
therefore Arch- Prerbyter or Rural Deane, in relation to the 
Cathedrall Deane, who was chicfe ofthe Preabyters in the Mo» 
ther City. Theſe Arch Presbyter; or Rarall Deane: did impart 
tothe ſeveral Presbyters within their PrecinAs,any Order re- 
ccivei from the Biſhop, and had akind of lurifdiction permit» 
ted them, for the enquiring into Dodtrine taught whe people, 
and for redreſſing ſome marters of lighter moment. Anſwers. 
-bly with us isevery County, in relation tothe affaires of the 
Church, divided intoſeverall Deanryes, and {till ſome Rural 
Deanes remaining, though generally the uſc of themis vani- 
ſhed, their Authority b-ing leflencd (as Etake it) by the incrca- 
ling power of Arch. Deacons. 

Laſtly, where the Dioccfle was of more then ordinary ex- 
rent, there were alfo Chorepiſcops, Rareall Biſhops, one ur more, 

B which 
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which performed the Epiſcopal office in places remote from 
the Mother City, when and where the Biſhop himſclfe could 
not perſonally be prefent Theſe by fome are confounded with 
the Arche Presbyters or Rarall Deanes: but we ſpeake of ſnch 
Chorepiſcops 28 had power ot Ordination ; Theſe in England 
were Srffragan Biſhops, ſome of them continuing in the tilt 
yeare of Queene Elizabeth, 

It any quarrell at theſe ( Deanes, Arch Deacons, Arch. Pre/- 
byters ,C horepiſcops') as at new Names and new [myloyments, I 
luppoſe Wiſemen will not greatly contend about Names; and 
yer the neweſt of them arc as Ancient as Hierome, as may be 
ſhewne, were it a matter of moment. Aad for /mployarents, 
that of Deave and Chapter is, or ſhould be the fame with that of 
the City Prerbyrers of old,os was ſaid beforc; and for the other, 
whoſe 7mpleyment is in the Church abroad, we ſee the Apeſtley 

- hadtheir Helpers, whom they ſent to the Churehes, when and 
where they conld not come themſclves,as appeares throughout 
St Part: Epiftles: And'the Biſhop, ashe has necd of Helper s, 
fo may he imploy fach abroad in viſiting the Church,and rcfor. 
ming ſomethings awſſe, and ſer the reft in Order, when he comes 
himſclfe, Cas the Apoſtle, 1.Cor.11.) not by giving out new 
Ordinances with Apoſtolicall authority, but by redreſſing eve- 
ry thing accordingto the Apoſtles generall crders, and the par- 
ticular conſtirutions of the Church agrecableto them. 

Bat there are other Perfons we maſt give account of, im- 
ployed by Epiſcopall government inthe exerciſe of Turiſdici. 
on,under the names of Chanceftors, Commiſſaries,Officzalls, &c. 
So it was, that when Kings and Emperours became Chriſtian, 
they ſhewed great piety m endowing the Church with ample 
Revenues,& inhonouring the Biſhops thercof: to whoſe hea- 
ring and judgement they referred many Cauſes, otherwiſe Ci- 
villas of Wills and Teftaments,of Marriage,7 ythes &c, By rea. 
ton of theſe,and of other marters concerning Church Order and 
Government,the Conſtiturjons of the Emperors, and rhe Ca- 
nons Ecclcfiaſticall grew many and perplext: whereupon Bi- 
{hops for their greater caſe,and quicker difpatch of differences 
depending,tock to themſelves cerraine of their Clergy ski'fu;l 
A ec imyveria!l conſtitutions, andthe Lawes of the —_— 70 
whom 
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whom they committed the hearing of all matters of inſtance 
betwcen partyand party,and by whom they mightbe refolved 
1n all Cafcs of dcubr; But the Canon Law growing to fo vaſt 
a body that it required a mans whole ſtudy robe throuch]y skil- 
led in it, and the knowledge of it became a ſpeciall proteſſion, 
( anonifts were encertained for aſliſtance, and permitted ſome 
excrcilc of Tariſci ton. 

Now if that place of the Apoſtle, where he ſpeakesof Helpes 
in Governments (1 Cor.,12.28,) were apphable rolay Presby- 
tc18,07 ſuch as they, Hee norcaſon but the Presbyterians \ who 
{0 interpret it) ſhould rhink, that Learned C:vs/4ans might be 
as fitting helpes in Governments, as their Lay Elders, efpecially 
ſecing they doe not, or ſhould rot affume to themſelves (o 
much,as is permitted tothefe, 

Bur to ſay the truth, they were emertained at firſt onely as 

Aſſeſore,toluggelt what was law in doubrfull Caſes; it they be 
advanced beyond their bounds, it isnoſervice but injury done 
to Epiſcopal] Government, It were tobe wiſhed, that noble 
profeſiion had better entertamment in theSrate,where the im- 
p!oyment of it wonld be proper, and the ſervice uſcfull; bur 1 
cannot thinkc, that men of ingennity in that profeſſion ſhould 
conceive themſelvesill dealt with inthe way of the Charch, 
if they be till retained judges in ſuch cauſes,as have been by the 
grace of Eaiperours permitred to the ſentence of the Church, 
though excluded wholly from that part of Tudicature, which 
was by Chrilts appoyntment leftto them,to whom he commir- 
ted the power of the Keyes: it being altogerher reaſonable, 
that they, who arecharged with the cure of foales,ſhouid have 
the power 21G care of cenſfures, and they only the keeping of 
the Keyes, wioare accountable for the treaſmwre. Were it fo, 
and aitogether io, ] mult needs ſay (for now is a time to ſpeake 
plainly) it would muchalter the face of Church Government, 
and make it more pleaſing, becauſe more like it ſelfe. 

W ec have {zen the perſons imployed in Epiſcopal) Govern- 
ment, aud ow, and ro what purpoſe imployed; in all which, 
beſides what is Originall and Apoſtolick,there was nothing at. 
ter introduced, which was not done upon good and neceflary 
grounds, or may not calily be Wa & 
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But ifrhe titles of honour, and the Revenues of the Church 
do make this Government ſeem more guilty ro the envious or 
covetovs eye, letir read what the Apoſtle writeth, An Elder 
that ruleth well, worthy of double honour; and ſuch Elders are 
Biſhops cſpecially,and ſuch honour had they alwayes paid them 
in Reyerence and due Maigtenance, even when the Church 
was in her low eſtate: but when Emperours became Chriſtian, 
then had they it-in a more ample manner. 

Our Biſhops in this Kingdome through the fayour of Princes 
bave been honoured with the Titles of Lords, and their Seas by 
the piety of former times endowed with faire Revenucs: the 
Statute of 24 of H $.c.12. ſpeakes it,and thereaſon of it, For 
the due adminiſtring of what belongs to their places, and to keep 
them from corrupt and ſiniſter affe tions, the Kings moſt nobie 
Progenitours, and the Anteceſſours of the Nobles of this Realme 
have ſwfficiently endowed this Charch with honours and poſſeſſi* 
Ons, 

If any ſhall come in with that ignorant miſtake,that this is to 
Lordit over Goas heritage,torbidden by S, Peeer,2 Ep.5 .3.they 
mult know, that it is not the bearing of that Tirle,or the having 
of anſwerable Revenue, that is guilty of ſuch uſurpation, bur 
the arrogating of a power over menecon(ciences, which the Pa- 
pall conliſtory doth; &.whether the Presbyterian or Epiſcopall 
Government be more aptto doe italſo, the wile may eaſily 
judge. It others ſhall plead, theſe Titles and Revenues are 
accidentall ro Epiſcopacy, time was when Biſhops was with- 
out them: 1 would deſire them to cenſider : Firlt, that time was 
alſo, when Chriftian: held nothing they poſſeſſed was their own, 
but had all things common, A. 4. 22. and if the Anabaptiſti- 
call Spirit can (till prevaile, it ſhall be ſoagaine; but that was 


no example for after Ages, In the firſt and low eſtate of the 
Charch, they and their Biſhops, accordin 


2 to the exigency of 
the Times, lived as they could, Secondly, that by the Apo- 
ſtlesargument,1. (ox, 9. verl. 1 3, 14.the miniſtry of the:Goſ- 


pell ſhould be as well provided for, as the Leviticall Pricſt- 
hood was; but all that the Church ( Cathedrall or Parochiall ) 
hath, falles ſhort of the proportion, which God allotted to the 
Tribe of Zevs, It is true indeed, that when: the Apoſtle made 


that 
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thitargum. nt, the Chriſtian Church was not ſoam ply provi- 
ded for: yet now,that by the pizty of C hriſtian Kings and Pco- 
pic ſucha portion is applicd to the Church, for the mainte- 
nance of the Miniſtersthereof , whocan withdraw any ut ir 
withcut wilfull Sacriledgc? 

Laltly, it they confider the ſecurity, that Magna (haria,the 
Kings Oath at his Coronation, and all the Lawes of the Land at 
ford to thoſe that are provided for by them , it will be nodi- 
{ aragement to any to ſay, that Biſhops hold what they have, 
by as goo title,as any other Subjects can ſhew for their privi- 
ledges and revenues; belide,that which is ſingular in the revc- 
rue of the Church, the right of Dedication, by which it is ap» 
piycd asa portion, ſct apart to maintain God's Miniſtry. 

This being (puken touching Epi/copacy, we (hall be berter 
able togonfider, and julge of thar which tollowes. 


Of the Presbyterian Gevernment, 


E Or 1506 yearscontinuance of Chriſtianity we have noex- 
ample ofany Church ſo governed, Whenafcer tl at time 
Reformation of Religion was endeavoured, Luther, Metan- 
fon Bacer, and the rctt, that admitted the Arngaſtan Confe//i- 
on ( among whom was («/vinalſo) declared, what reſpeRt 
they had to the Government of the Chuich by Biſhops , and 
how willing they were to continue 1t, it the Biſhops would 
admit of the Reformation : which alſo Calvin, for thimſclfe 
and them of Geneve, profeſſeth in his anſwer to (ard. Sadoler, 
In the Dominions of thoſe German Princes , that reformed, 
though Biſhops were deprived for adhering to the Pope, yet 
was the like Office and Authority Ecclefialtical|continued,un- 
der the Titles of Superintendents and Generall Smperintendents, 
antwcrable to Bifbops and Arch- B:ſhops : the change being of 
good old Greek, names into worſe Latin ones , rather then of 
any thing elſe; as Zanchy was wont to ſay of them. But in King - 
do:1:1es, thatreceived Reformation of Religion, both name and 

Othce of Biſhops was retained, 
lt is well known, where the Pre:byterian Government be- 
gan ; it was in thar City where the Biſhop with the Eccle/ſs- 
afticall vower had the Tempera# alſo. They that c:ſt him our, 
B 3 choughc 
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thought it no policy to reeſtabliſh any thing like a B:Gop or Su- 
perinteudent, that is, any one Perſon with an Ecclctiaſtica]l 
Supericricy, leaſt he ſhould call to minde theCivill power Jate- 
ly joyned with it, and endeavonr to recover that alſo. Thus 
was Epiſcopacy declined, out of too much reſpeR to outward 
Confiderations,and ſome thing elſe of their own invention, by 
many windings brought in, and with much adoe cſtabliſhed. 
They call it the Presbyrerian Government. And nuw toex- 
amine, what it is, 

For this we muſt not ſo much look into it, as it ſtands in that 
Republick, where itrcceived beginning , for there it 1s mote 
tame and reſtrained, being fram'd in a compliance to the Civil 
Government, which isalfo Popular: but we muſt ſeck ior twcb 
a Presbytery (if ſuchcan be fornd) as may well cinſilt with 
Aowarchy, and where can we have apatternc for ſuch * We 
hind itreccived in no Kingdom, onely in Sectlanid we ice how 
it ha's becn forced upon Monarchy, and thence we mult have 
it, if we can ſuffer our ſelves to be perſwaded into it. The 
knowledge therefore of it is to be drawn our of the DeAtrines, 
and PraRifes of thoſe, that did ere it in Scorland, and of thoie 
that would have done itin Englazd npon rhe {ame grounds. 
Thus it may bricfly be deſcribed, It w ſuch a forme of ( hurch 

overnment , 4 is adminiftred by Preaching and Lay-Elders 
Joyntly, with equall voyce and Power in the ſeveral Indicato« 
ries, of their Parochiall Seſſions, of their Claſſicall or greater 
Confiftories, of their Provincial Synods, and National eAfſem- 
blies, 

But we ſhall diſcover it wore fully, if we compare it ( as 
was promilſcd at the beginning) with Epiſcopacy, by taking a 
view of the Frame of each government, ſet Parallei] one to the 
other: of the Caw/es falling under the Cognizance and Indica» 
ture of cach: and laſtly of the Tirle, by which they claime in 
holding Courts,and Aﬀemblics for the exerciſe of their Turiſyj- 
Qtions. By this compariſon will appeare what the Presbyterj- 
an hath in imitation of Epiſcopacy , what fingular, and of its 


own tnvention: and thereupon will alſo be manifeſt, what was 


at firſt propoſed, that Epitcopacy is ewery way more conveni- 


ent: both in regard of the end of (hurch government, as being 
more 
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more «<fAuall to procure thar, and in relation to the Govern- 
ment of the K ingaomg as being more agreeable with that, 

It may bc our new Engliſh Presbyreriane will fay, they in- 
tend not ſuch a Forme, as is ſet downe in the following Paral- 
lel]. Bextſo: but then mult they alſo fay , they intend fucha 
Church- Government, as never was,and condemne their own 
intention by its Novelty; for thar, which we can learne touch- 
ing the Presbytery from the Dotines, DireRories,and Practi- 
ſes of the Maſters of that Diſcipline, cither Exg/i/> or Seotti/h, 
ſtandeth in fuch ſort, as the following paralle)1 cxhibiresir, 

For the Framethen of that Government, it ſtands thus up» 
onthe Compariſon 1. Vnder Eps/copall Government, there 
1s in every Pariſba Preaching Mnfher with Church Wardens, 
and in ſome,Deacons allo or Curates, By theſe Offenders are 
noted, and admoniſhed, and the Offences preſented tothe Fc- 
clcfialtica]] Courts or Confiftories , where they may be heard 
an | cenſured: the Miniſter having power,in ſome Caſes of no- 
torious Scandall,toreſtraine frum the Communion, *till the of. 
tence ray be heard and judg'd in the Court , and the party to 
offending by the Cenfures of the © hurch brought to give pub- 
lick ſatisfaction. Vnder the Precbyterian Government, in cve- 
ry Pariſh a Miniſter with a competent number of Lay Elders 
and Deacons, according tothe largenefle of the Pariſh. Theſe 
make the Parochiall Seſſion, and have power tocenſure ſcan- 
dalous Livers, as Drunkards, Conrentious, and the like, to en- 
joyne publick Pennance, andimpoſe upon the Penitent, before 
he bereccived intothe Church, a Fine to be imployed on pi« 
ous uſcs. 

1 1. Vander Zpiſcopall Government,in every Dioceſe thero 
are ſeveral] Diviſions, the lefler and the greater , thoſe being 
call'd Deneries thefe Arch- Deaconries , in thoſe the Arch- 
Presbyters, intheſe the Arch-Deatons have power tocall the 
Parochiall Miniſters together, ro encuire of Dotrine and Man- 
nzrs, and ſec totothe redrefling of tmaller abufes. In the Mo- 
tkcr Ciry ts the Biſhop reſiding with his Presbyters, having the 
power of Ordination,of judging and determiningaltmatrers of 
D.«Arine or Scandal], referved to his hearing by his Arch Dea. 
cons, andof rejudging what was judged aimifle by them; "_ 

ie 
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' hedoth eithet in his Couſftory, which he holds in the City aſ- 
liſted with his Presbyters: or in his Yiſications, going through 
his Dioceſſe, and cauſing his Clergy perſonally to appeare: or 
in his Dijsceſan Synod, which is made up of the City Presbyters 
(Deane and Chapter) the Arch-Deacans , and other choice 
why nor under the Preſedency of the Biſhop. Vader the 
Preibyterian, inevery County there are alſo ſeverall Nivifi- 
#ns, of Claſſescontaining fuch a number of Parochiall Minilters, 
who have their ſet mectings for conference; and in the City 
or more eminent Towne is the great Presbyteriall Confiſtory 
(commonly called the Presbytery) made up of all the Varoch1- 
all Miniſters within its precindts, and of Lay Elders from each 
Pariſh one, Inthis is the power of Ordin:tion, of Cenſuring 
Crimes and:Scandalls of the higher traine with the greater cx» 

— *eommunication,- of hearing appeales from the Parochiall Sefli- 
ons,and rejudging what was there judged amiſſe, 

LIT. Vnder Epiſcopal Government are held Provinerall Sy- 
eds, conſiſting of all the Biſhops,Deanes, Arch-Deacons, and 
of certaine choyce Presbyters, from every Dioc. fic within the 
Province. Theſe hive power to orderall matters concerning 
the whole Province, to heare Appeales from every Dioccic, 
to rejudge what is done amiſle, and to deter nine Caſes of Dif- 
ficalty,that could not be well derermined in a Dioceſar. Syrod, 

'Vnder the Trebyterian allo arc held Provincial! S yncds, 
made up of Dommiliſoncry that is, cer taine preaching apd Lay 
Elſers ſent from every Individual} Presbytery (or Freabytes 
riall Cenfiltory) within the Frovince. Theſe Judge and deter» 
mine matters pertaining tothe whole Prevince,alſo all difficule 
Caſcs, that conld not well be determined within the Presby- 
tery; They reccive Appeales alfo from the Presvyters,and 
examine what was there thought to be done amiſle. 

ITII. Vnder Epiſcopal Government are alſo held Natie- 
all Councell;,confiſting of the like members as doe the Provin» 
ciall,Theſeare of greateſt Authority; They examine and judge 
any thing done amiſſe in any Province,they conſider and deter- 
mine matters of Dorrine and Diſci»linegin orderco the whole 
Nationall Church, Vnder the Precbyteriall likewiſe are held 

Nationall Aſſemblies, conſilting of Commiſſioners from all the 
Presbytc» 
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Presbyteries in the Kingdome,cach of them ſending two Prea- 
ching,and one Lay Elder; alſo from every Borough one, and he 
a Lay man; and trom every Vniverſity one, and for the moſt 
parta Lay man too, Intheſe is the Supreme and finall deter- 
mination of all Complaints and Controverfics, and unto the 
Decrees, that ifſue thence, all muſt obey under paine of Ex- 
Cc0.1,munication, 

So ſtands the Frame of each Government, By this Parallel], 
as we doe ſee what the Presbyrerian hath retained in imitation 
of the Epiſcopall, ſo may we diſcerne, which ofthe :wo ha's 
the more efteAua]l meanes to procure the End of Church Go- 
vernment, ( the preſervation of 7r#th and Peace, the fup- 
preſſion of Herefie and Schilme ) eſpecially it we refiet upon 
theſe particulars. 

Firſt, in the Ordaining and admitting of thoſe, that are to 
publiſh rhat 7-#h and teach it to the people, the Prerbyrerian 
permits unto Laymen the tryall and approbation,and atcer that 
the Impolition ot hands ; whichas it 1s without all warrant, (0 
without probability of facceſſe, Whereas Epiſcopal Govern. 
ment permits this onely to fuck; as by Apoltolick warrant, and 
Catholick pratice may doe ir,and for their learningand know- 
ledge arc more able to judge, and for theirgravity and profeſſi- 
on are more likely to uſe a Conſcience,in approving and admir- 
ting of thoſe, they have examined. Much adoe a's there been 
about enquiring of Scandalous Minilters, to expoſe a number to 
the view of the Kingdome, that the Imputation might lye up- 
on Epiſcopacy, as the Cauſe thereof, Were there nothing but 
true dealing in the buſinefſe, yet can it not amount to 2 juſt charg 
_ upon the Government it ſelfe, but upon ſome Perſons bearing 
the Authority; nor yet upon them ſoly and wholy: for what if 
there be ſome Lawes alſo in part acceſſary to miſcarriages in 
the Church, and that not by cnlarging but reſtraining of the E. 
piſcopall power? Lawes there are, whichunder pain of « Pre» 
mwnire binde our Biſhops to conſecrate thoſe Perſons , that are 
nominated to ther: which make a young nnexperienced No- 
vice at 23, yeares of age capable of a Cure of Soules : Whioh 
require very inean abilities of learning in them : which cnable 


Patrons by a Oware imyedit againſt the Biſhop, though he has 
C good 
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good canſe of exception againſt their C/erkesin poynt of Lear» 
ning and Manners. Were tbe Epiſcopall power here leftar 
raore Liberty, and more reſtraint caſt upon Patrons, and more 
age and experience, with beter gifts and abilities required of 
ſuch,as ſhould be admitted to cure of Soules, whoa ſees nor, that 
the entrance of the Church wou!d be better ſeeured again? 
thoſe, that are unkit to be *placed in it, or may prove {canda- 
lous to it ? 

' Secondly, inthe judging of Here/ie, the deciding of matters. 
of Faith, and determining of poynts of Wor/vip, the Preabyre- 
rian Government allowes equall voyce to Lay men; which 
cangot yecld ſ6 good ſecurity for 7 ruth,and loundnefie of Do« 
Arine, as when the deciſion and determination 1s made, accar- 
ding to the ancient and con(tant uſage of the Church, by Pres- 
byters of Learning and gravity, under the prefidency of their 
Biſhop in a Dioec(an Synod, or by many Biſhops alſo, met t0- 
gether ina Provincial or Natienall Councell. Loek we into 
the Records of Time, and they will tell us; That Biſhops they 
were, by whom Herefies of old were refuted,and the true faith 
preſerved: and Biſhops they were, by whom Popery was calt 
our of this Land , and Truth agaize <ftabliſhed by an happy 
Reformation ; That the corruption of Doctrine in the Rows 
Church then broke forth, and enlarged it ſe]fe, when that one 
Biſhop drawingall to himſelfe,had enſlaved his fellow Biſhops, 
to the overthrow of true Epiſcopall Government : and this 
Inundatien of Sets and Errors, which now overfiowes the 
Land, we find ha's prevailed threugh the reltraint of Epiſco- 
pall power. | 

Thirdly, in the paſſing of Bcclcfiaſtical] Cenfſures, the Preſ- 
byterian puts the Keyes into the hands of fach, as our Saviour 
never committed them to, Lay men I meanc, and thoſe in ma- 
ny Pariſhes ignorant and illiterate; which as it ts againſt Chriſts 
o-inance, fo without likelyhood of fuccefle, for the correRing 
of Abuſes, or preſerving of UVaity and Peace in the Church, 
For how will ſuchas they,thinke you, handle the Xeyes, when 
they come to uſe them ? how (hall the Tenant behave him- 
{cIte,when he fits Tudge upon his Landlord ? or the Peſant up» 
2n the Noble ? nay, how towards thoſe of equal] my ng 
7 them ?- 
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them ? for being either fearfull ro be requited by their Neigh- 
bour, when he comes to fit the next yeare in their place. they 
wil not dare tocenſure: or being malnieus and wilfull nor 
arcatly care, what they doe to the {piting of a Neighbour, So 
that indeed their Parochiall Seffions or Indicatorites mult necds 
be (and ſo Expericnce in Scotland has found them) very Nur- 
{crics of Strifeg and Feuds; which are prevented under Epiſ- 
co]! Government, by reaſon the power of Cenfure there 18 
not left Parechiab, but reſtrained to ſuch Perſons, as canner lye 
lo open tocnvy andemulation. 

Fourthly, & Presbyrerian Parity or equallity cannot be ſe 
eficQua]l or conveniem for preſervation of Unity and Peace,by 
reaſon that intheir confiltories and Synods, as the Moderator- 
ſhip is by choice every meeting, and notuſually carryed with- 
out ſtrivings and envyings, ſo are there alwaies ſome leading 
men, that will ſway all, and not ſeldome to the perverting of 
judgement; whereas there is no place for ſuch contentions, and 
emulations under the ſ{etled preſidency of a Biſhop, who hath 
an eſtabliſhed fuperiority above the reſt. King James did often, 
and not without cavſe compleiac of ſach leading men in the 
Prewbytery, whoconld rule all, n& wonld ſufficieutly trouble 
all, to the vexing even of King and Nobles, it they were not 

hand{omely courted. This is Dsorrephes his on. mpwrtuemr,to affeRt 

rule, to be primeand chicfc men, when they have it not by 
placc and office, as Biſhops have it, and as S. lob» the Apoſtle, 
who reprooved Diorrephes,had it in the Church. To conclude 
this poynt, Cypries having often occaſion to ſpeak of Unity and 

Peace ofthe Church, makes this a ground- work of it , /» Una 

Eecleſia Unw Epiſcopma, becaule ig every great Charch, there 

18 oge Biſhop with ſingularity of power. And Firrom (who 

uſzthto ſpeake no more to the advantege of Biſhops , then 

nceds muſt) acknow)edgeth, If there be not one chiefe, there wil 
br 45 many Schiſmes as Presbyters,in a Church: adverſ. Lucifer, 

And if youaske Calvin,or Beza,or theret, why was Epiſcopall 

Government at firſt inſtituted ? they wilt te}l you ouc of Fe. 

rom, that it was for preventing of Schiſmes, and preſerving of 

Peace, 

It remaines, we now look into the Canſes, that {z\] under the 

C 2 Cognizance 


(18!) 


Cognizance or Ludicature of each Government, and the T r/o 
by which they claime; whercbyir may appeare,which of thc 
two is more agrecably confiltent with Monarchy. 

The (a»ſes,that Epiſcopall Government takes knowledge of, 
are Matters of Do&rine and Worſhip: alſo Scandals from core 
ruption of manners and. evil] lite , and what falls directly 'un. 
der.the power of the Keyes, according to the penitential] Ca- 
nons:- laſtly,canſes 7 et am-»tary, Marrimoniall,and the like (by 
the grace of Emperours and Kings, referred: expreſly to the 
jadgement of the Church) accarding to the conſtitutions and 
Canons concerning them. The particulars indeed are many, 
and the extent large: but the boundsare fixed, and within thein 
the Epiſcopal! luriſdiftion precilely keeps ir felfe, not dareing 
toentrench upon any civil] Court, Inthe Presbyteriax Govern- 
ment, matters of Doqrine, Worſhip, Hereſie, 1dolatry, Scan- 
dall, corruption of manners are contidered and judged: and in 
efieR any civill matter belonging to the Iludicature of Tempc- 
ra]l Courts. For though they pretend to judge nothing of Acti- 
ons, but what falls direRAly, /#b ratione Scandali, or as Beza in 
his Epiſtle to the Chaneellor of Scot/and reſolved it, in this con» 
ſiſtory is heard and judged, Nzhil mift ad Conſcientiam pertinens. 
Yetcan they enlarge theſe reſtrictions fo, as to bring within 
their power almoſt every thing, /#b ratione Scandali,and in or= 
dine ad Conſcientiamas the Papallconſiſtory doth all Temporals 
is ordine ad | wry The Apoſtle ſaid once according to the 
neceſlity of the times, Te have indgement of things pertaining to 
thu life, 1. Cor, 6,4. forthen, there being no Chriſtian Magi 
ſtrate, it was a ſhame for them to plead their differences before 
Hearhens; and as it he ſtill ſpake it rothe Presbyterian confiſto= 
ry, they will be judging - the = 8:07:25, which properly be- 
long tathe cognizance and judgement of the Chriſtian Magiſt. 
rate. Indeed to perſwade the compounding of any difference 
by arbitration,iea worke worthy the Miniſter of the Goſpell of 
Peace: but to withold any man by Eccleſiaſtica)l coercion, from 
uſing the benefit of the Law, forrecovering of his right, asit is 
an apparent wrorg to the party greived, ſo a plaine uſurpati- 
on upon T emporall Courts, How the Presbyteriall Conlſiſtory 
tis dealt with men in this kind, they thar have look'e into the 


known 
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known ſtories of thislaſt Age, cannot be ignorant. 

Now forthe Title, that each Government clajmes by, in- 
holding Courtsand Aflemblics for exerciſc of Turiſdiction : It 
is true, that both Epiſcopall and Presbyteriall Government 
claime tobe of Divine inſtitution , though in a different ſen{«; 
which of them doth it to the prejudice of the Crowne, that's 
now to becleared. It is confefied on both ſides, that the pow- 
er of Ordination and of Iudicature , fo farre forth as the Keys 
lettby Chriſt in his Church doe extend, is of divine inſtitution; 
that this power mult be exercited or adminiſtred in his Church 
by ſome, isalſo confefled to be of divine right- Now whether 
the exerciſe or miniſtration of that power be reſtrained to cer- 
tain choyce.Men, ſucceeding the Apoſtles to that purpoſe , or 
indiffeſ8nely left to all Preabyters , 18 a Controverſy bayween 
Epiſcopacy and Presbytery , not a conteſtation of either of 
them againſt the Crowne. 

Bur here's the difference; Biſhops, though by Apoſtolicall 
pratice and perpetuall uſe of the Church it appears, they are 
the perſons, to whom the miniſtration of that power is left, 
do not aſſume to exerciſe it within any Princes Dominions,or to 
uſe it over his Subjes, but by permiſſion and Authority from 
Him: and that according to juſt Lawes and Rules made by fo- 
varaign Authority,for the manner of the externall miniſtration 

thereof; ſo that when this Epiſcopall power comes tothe Fo- 
rum exterius,to the holding of Courts,and calling Aſſemblies, 
it wholly depends on the Soveraign power, Accordingly it 
was declared by the Clergy with all ſubmiſſion, ( 25 2.8, 
19.)that without His Majcſties aſſent, ſignified by his Wrir, 
they could neither «ſſemble for the making of Canons and Con» 
{titutions, nor p#b/i/>, or pxt in ure any of them being made; 
And the Clergy (as now conſiſting of Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops 
&c.) are by Parliament declarcd,to be part of that bedy,which 
is aptly joyncd to the Head of the Afonarchy, viz. the King 
24.H.8. 12: What can more fully ſpeak the conjunRtion, Epit- 
copall power hath with, and the dependance it hath uponthe 
Soveraign power ? Vpon this Head/zip or ſupremacy of the 
King in C. uſes Eccleſiaſtical), borh Papiſts Presbyterians 


look awry, They with an eye to the Pope, Theſe with reſpe 
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to themſelves and their own advantage; for though, when they 
deale with the People toraiſe a ſuſpicion upon Epiſcopall Go- 
vernment, they give jt out, Biſhops are not ſounder the King, 
bur chat they are ſtill addied to the Pope, and ready upun 0c- 
cation to be joyned to Him, as their Head : yetletthem have 
to doe with thoſe that underſtand, they will rather afhrme the 
contrary, that Biſhops make the King a Pope in this Church, 
and derive their Iurifdition from him, as the Romiſs Biſhops 
doe from the Pope. Tt I may ſpeak what | think and wiſh, 7 
eannot but conceive, that rhe mcaning of thote Afer tions (rhe 
King 1s Head in all canſes, ani fount ain of all Juriſdittion Eccle. 
ſafticat) bas been roo much enlarged by tome, who ( being 
not in holy Orders) would thereby makethemſ-lves,and their 
ProtMion capable of exerciſing all Keclefiaſticall 1uriſdition; 
and I cannotbut wiſh,the true and genuine ſenſe of them were 
more carefully and plainly expreſſed. The brevity, I propoicd 
to my ſelfe in this diſcourſe, beſide the want of ability, will not 
ſaffer me to ſay much: yet thus much in briefe; for Cauſes re- 
ferred by the grace of Kings te the judgement of the Church, 
there isnodoubr, but the juri{di&ion therein owes from the 
Crowne as wholly, as the Iariſdition of any Temporal! 
Court; and for cauſes falling dire&ly under rhe power of the 
Keyes, though that power be left by Chriſt to them, ke has 
made Miniſters of it in his Church , yet when it comes to be 
adminiſtred in Fore exteriors, the juriſkaRion 1s derived, ond 
receives many Regulations from the -Regall Authority; in a 
werd: Biſhops1n the exerciſe of their Iarifdiction acknow- 
ledge ſuch a dependance upon the Soveraign pewer,as neither 

Papiſts nor Presbyterians will allow. For as it followes, 
Preebyterians claim a Title immediatly from Chriſt, where- 
by they take uponthem, to {c: up their Diſcipline in ary King- 
dom, maugre all eppofition ; indeed for external] peace fake, 
they hold it fit to crave leave firſt , and begge the aſſiſtance of 
the Civill power: but ifdenicd, to proceed without it. So 
where their Diſcipline is intertained, to Aﬀemble CY 
without the aſſent of che Prince, if after Petition it be denicd; 
and to make their own Lawes without regulations from the 
Soveraigne Power , for the manner and forme of exerciſing 
| | their 
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their Diſcipline, They allow the Prince Poteſtatow cummlari- 
wam, ( antheyſpeake)a power to adde more [trength and vis 
gour, not Privativam, to interpole or hinder their Aﬀemblics 
or Decrces: fren: Him therefore is expeRed a confirming,and 
exccutingof what they have judged fit to be done, and in caſe 
hercfuſe, he may be forced to it, And for this the Presbyre- 
r1an doth net only commend it ſelfe, as a Divine Inſtitution 
and Order ſet inthe Church, but will command obedience, as 
the Scepter, the Throne, the Kingdom of C hriſt, in oppoſition 
to Scepters, Thrones, and power of Kings , that ſhall with- 
ſtand the ereRion, or the exerciſe of this Diſcipline. 

By this may tteaſily be diſcerned , which of the two Go- 
vernments doe entrench upon Temporall Conrts, which of 
tem will better endure the Kings Supremacy, in Cautcs and 
over Perſons Eccleſiaſtical], or more agreeably conliſt with 
Monarchy. But to proceed a little farther upon the grounds 
of Reaſon and Experience ; There are three formes of Politicall 
or Civiil Government: Afonarchy, Arifteeracy , Democracy; 
and there are three ſorts of Church- Government now extanc, 
I. The Papal, whcrein there is one univerſal! Biſhop, which 
13 alſo call'd the Monarchicall Government, and maintained in 
and bythe Romiſh Church. 2. Presbyterial , whercinnone 
arc aforeor after other, call'd therefore Democraticall; 3. Z- 
Piſcopell, wherein according to the number of the Mother 
Churches,are certain chiefe and choſen men, having a Prelacy 
or Syperiarity over other Preabyters, call'd therefore Arifto- 
craticall; Naw Reaſon tells us, there are two things chicfly 
which meke the Ecclefiaſticall Government agrecable, and 
peaccably conſiſtent with the Civil): Fuiry inic ſelfe, by which 
FaRtions and Schiſmes are prevented, a:.d Depentante on the 
Civill Power, by which (wbjetion to it is afſured. The Romar: 
Monarchica]ll Government, thoagh it prerend more to unity 
init ſelfe thenthe other, yer denying ſubjeAron to Kings and 
Princes,can be no more confiſtent with the Temporal} Monar= 
chy, then two Suns in the ſame Firmament, The Presbyterian 
Government,as it cannot by reaſon of its Democrarical] Pariry 
have that yniry and Peace, which it ſhould, fo doth it not yeeld 
that (ubjection to the Prince, which it ought. But Eprſcopa# 
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Government, as it is molt aptly framed to conſerve unity and 
order within it ſclte, ſo doth it molt willingly acknowledge a 
dependanc- on, and ſubordination te the Soveraigne power of 
Majeſty,as was above ſhewen. 

Experience likewiſe teſtifies, how this Ecclehaſticall Go- 
vernment has in all ages through the Vniverſall Charch agreed 
with the Imperiall and Regall government, how it ha's from 
the beginning of Chriſtianity been trained up ro Obedience, 
how by this government Chriſtians, whil: under H-athen per- 
ſccuting Emperours, were reſtrained from rebelling, and fo 
downward under Chriſtian Kings; till that one Biſhop of Rewe 
paſſing beyond his bounds,cncroached upon the Regall power: 
and making the Biſhops his vaſlalls, extingoſhed the true Epil- 
copall Government, whereſvever he had te doe. 

Long experience alſo doth witnefle for this Kingdome in 
pareicular, how well the Epiſcopall ha's agreed with the Mo. 
narchicall government of the Kingdome : V nder which, from 
the firſt planting of Chriſtianity in this Land, Epiſcopacy has 
growne up and flcuriſhed, yeelding to the Soveraigne power 
on all occaſions good and pious advice, and receiving from it 
honour and ſupport, Indeed while Rowe had an influence upon 
this Land, many ſtormes and commotians wereraiſed, and in 
them ſometimes Biſhops made aRive, but not onely they: No- 
bles alſo, and Gentry,and Commons by the ſame Papal power 
were engaged againſt the Prince. Bur ſince the Reformation 
it is now againe currant Epiſcopal dodrine, as it was alwayes 
Apoſtolicall, That Subjefts onght not io reſift, nor can be diſobli- 
ged of their obedience to their Soveraigne,upon any pretence what- 
ſeever ; and we ſhould have a more quiet W orld, if the Pre/: 
byterian Conſiftory, however it hates the Papal, did not endea. 
vour to raiſe, and uphold it {clfc by pratices and uſurpations 
upon the Regal] power. | 

Reaſon ha's told us,that the Presbyterian Government can- 
not well confi: with Monarchy ; if we wonld know it by Ex- 
pericnce too, we malt not looke upon thoſe two Democraticall 
or popular States, where we ſee it entertained and practiced; 
for there is ſome cauſe it ſhould be more peaceable, becauſe 
there it grew ap with the Civill Goverament, being framed 
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in a compliance toit, and muſt needs have lefſe power upon the 
people, who have an intereſt inthe State, and are conceined to 
maiataine the Authority thereof, againſta]l| encroachments of the 
Eccleſiaſticall Turiſdition: but in a Monarchy it ha's more advan- 
rage co raiſe and engage the people 8gainſt the Regal] power," of 
which they arc calily induced to be luſpitious, and ro conceive they 
gaine to themielves ſo much, as that looſes. The Experience of 
this we havetremthe Kingdome of Scorland, and onely trom that; 
and how the Presby tzrian dilcipline was there forccably brought 
17, and ha's accordingly agreed withthe Regall power, had we no 
other hiſtories to aſſure us, then what Knox and Buchanan, with 
others of the {ame (traine bave left us, it were ſufficient. 
There is indeed am--r:3 the Eng/1fe Promoters of thatdiſcipline, 
2 ta)k now of a more Mixt and T'rudential Precbytery,and one of 
their learned L:wyers in his 12 Queſtions put tothe Ind: pendent, 
altogether ſpeaks (as mindfull of his owne profeſſion) of a Presby- 
tery. framed and ordered according to the Lawes and Cultones 
of this Kingdome. How this pleaſes their beff Friends, I faynot: 
but it gives the /»deperdents an advantage of uſing the ſame W ca» 
pons,for defence of their diſcipline, by which the Presbyterians ar 
firft made way for theirs, in this and the Neighbour Kingdome ; as, 
That our Saviour ha's left an exatt forme of Church Government, 
Preſcribing in every particular what u te be done, or elſe he had not 
been as faithfull in Gods Houſe ,as Moſes was: and, that theirs is that 
forme, diretlly and in every poynt expreſſed in Gods word; the Seep- 
ter, the Kingdome of Chriſt &c, This the very Language, Pregby- 
terians ſpoke, theſe the P:iaciples they taught, when at firſt they 
commended their Diſcipline to the People of theſe Kingdomes, 
and now they are put to anſwer for chem to the Independents, as 
we ſee by their B1okes,writren one againlt the other. 

Well, let the Presbyrerian diſcipline deſert its firſt pretence of 
being exactly Conſonant to Gods word, ard promiſe a complyance 
with the Laws of this Kingdome, to worke it ſelfe1n: yer will it 
at length returne to itsold byas and practices; we may be ſure of it, 
if we conlider whoth:y are, that have lefc their owne Country to 
force itupon this, what the doArines are, that have been taught, 
and the violence that ha's becn uſed to eſtabliſh it here; forthe old 
Maxime will tell us, By what —_ a new Government receives 
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beginning, ijflem conſervatur, it is maintained by the ſame. If the 
turbulent in the entrance, it will be ſo in the continuance; if by 
force {=t up, by force it will be upheld. 

| Letthemceaſe to urge us then with a conformity to ether Refor- 
med Churches, and conſider fadly, whoſethe fau!t is, that we are 
not alike inthis poynt; For our parts,when we look upon the Pref- 
byterian Difspline, cither in relation to the Chwrch, we cannor fee 
any Church for 1500 years ſo governed,that may challenge us of in« 
conformity : or jn relation to the Szare, we find notone Kipgdome 
which ha's yetreceived their Diſcipline, that this Kingdome may 
thereineonforme unto it y for as for that of Scotland, we know by 
what meanes, with what a ſhaking and commotion of the Srate, it 
was there introduced : and as for that Repwb/:ke, whete it firlt ap- 
peared, we know upon what politick conſiderations Epiſcopall gc- 
vernment was declined there; and yet not left without a witne fic, 
and allowance given to it , even from the molt learned Divines 
( Calvin and Beza notexcepted) of thoſe Churches, where it was 
declined; whoſe acknowledgements of the Antiquity and conve= 
niency of Epiſcopacy, areto be ſeen in their owne Writings, efpe- 
cially their Epiſtles to the Biſhops of our Church, and ina lare Beok 
cntituled, Confeſſions of Proteſtant Divines of, &C. 

Now if that Diſcipline, which at firſt was deviſed,as moſt conve- 
nient for the State, where it began, ſhall til] (#5 heretofore was en- 
deavourcd by the E nglifh and Scornifh Promoters of it) be obtruded 
on us, as the Scepter and K indgome of Chriſt,ler them diſpute it out 
with the Independents, who challenge theſe Titles, as due te their 
Diſcipline: and let both of them conclude, that gither Chriſt wanted 
his Scepter, Kingdome, Church, from the Apoſtles time till this laſt 
age, or elſe their Diſcipline 1snot ſo, We leave them to their Fane 
etcs, being affured that in holding to #n Epiſcopal] Government, 
weare conformable to Apoſtolicall pratice, continued in the 
Church by univerfall obſcrvance. | 

But ag the Lawyer faid, MMaifter, thus ſaying thew reproacheſt us 
al/fs: fo may ſome reply, thatin ſaying this, we reproach the refor. 
med Churches,which have notreraincd that forme of Governmenr. 
We anſwer, that to ſpeak the Truth is no reproach to any, but an 
admonition to conforme unto it: for want whereof we do nor di{- 


Jatmethem aa no Churches, bur muſt ſay, thcyare deficient in on 
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thing that was Apoſtolicall; and of their ordaining Miniſters with- 
vut Biſhops, though we do not pronounce a nullity inthe fat, yet 
cannot We bar ſay, there is an incxculable irregularity, and too wil- 
full a tranſgreſſion in doingit (where neceſlity deth not inforce it 
228inſt that order and rule, which Apoſtolicall pratice ha's fixed,and 
the Catholique obſct vanceof the Church has continued,in reſtrain- 
16g the excrciſe and miniſtration of that power to certaine choyce 
Perſons, for the more orderly Government of the Church, 

I would to God they hed followed, er would yet, the example 
of the true Huſſites in Bohemsa, whodeliring to preſerve the purity 
of Doctrine, (trom which the Councell of Bafþ/ had withdrawne 
many, by gragting them the cup in the Sacrament, and ſome ſmall 
wartters beſide) departed from the Communion of the Calixtine, or 
ZPſende-Huſſites, Ann. 1457. And although they well knew, 
their Churches could not be continued without a ſaceeſſion of faith. 
full miniſters, and ſuch could not be bad from thoſe, they had forſa- 
kenz yet did they not think, they were brought to a neceſſity of Or- 
dajning at home, till they had tried all mcancs abroad. They fend 
therefore to the Waldenſes, lately driven out of France into Anſtria, 
and finding they had Biſhops ſtill, by an «ninterrupted ſucceſſion from 
the Apeftles,cauſc three of their Miniſters to be conſecrated Biſhops 
by them,and to receive the power ot Ordination. After a long time, 
| beingdriven out of Bohemsa,they ſate downe in Polomia, Prufiaand 

Moravia; where to this day they have many Churches, (till oblerv- 
ing the ancicnr forme of Epiſcopall Government,and Eccleſiaſticall 
Diſcipline; as appears by a Book, containing the platform and order 
thereof in every particular,and by themſelves publiſhed, A».163 3. 

Nd now to caſt apour account according tothe Confideratt» 
ons of Prudence, [ufice, Relrgion: the interences will be caſic 
from the Premilcs. 

That therecan be no Pr»dexce or Wiſedome; T. Tocxohangea 
Government of ſoancientinſtitution, ſo long continuance, for one 
ſprung up yeſterday,and not yetagreed on bythe Contrivers;to re- 
je&the experience of 1 500 yeares, with the univerſall approbati» 
on of the Catholique Church, and pleaſe our {clves with our owne + 
mventions, Whoarc we, men of theſc laſt and worſt times, that 
we ſhould take fo much upon us? I I. Toabrogate that Govern» 


ment, which is moſt convenient for preſervation of /niry and Peace 
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ja the-Church, and receive that, which opens the way to Schiſme” 
and FaRion; to cut off from the Head tuch a Body of the Clergy, as 
is firly Vnited, and duly ſubordinate to it, (Str. 24. H. 8. c. 12.) 
and joyne unto it ſucha body of a Presbyterian miniſtry, as cannot 
agree With the Head, will not be dire&tedby, or ſubjeted duly un- 
toir, 11 1. -For Noblesand the beſtof our Gentry to put them- 
ſclves into the hands of fuch:men, as the Presbytery (not Chrilts 
Ordinance) ſubjeAs them to, men of illibera}l education, and caſily 
tempted with corrapt and ſiniſter affettions: and to calt off the dire« 
Rijon of Epiſcopall Government, which is adiriniſtred by ſuch per. - 
ſons, as paſſe through a more liberal] and ingenuous way of know- 
ledge and learning, making many ſteps of experience, c're they at« 
raine to that ſuperiority of juriſdiion; and being at thar heighe are 
{ufficieatly provided for with Honour and Revennue,to keep them 
from corrupt and ſinifter affettions , (Stat. 24. H,8.c.13.) aidto 
hold them within their compaſſe, are alfo bound up by certaine and 
known Laws,which the Presbytery will not admit. 11, To yeild 
to the introdudtion of a parity in the Church, and fo open a way tua 
rity in the State; for if that —_ which has hitherto ſo violent- 
ly moved for the one, geta little more tinfure of the Anabaprif, 
it: will ſcarce bedenied the other, asnot knowing any reaſon, why 
there ſhould be ſuch incquallity among SubjeRts, as now Honours 
and Poſſefſions make. 

But do we hercin perſwade men or God? doe we ſeck to pleaſe in 
telling them, what is for their advantage and honour, without due 
reſpe had to God,in ſpeaking what is for his glory, and what the y 
in Conſcience of Jaftice and Religion are bound to doe ? 

Secondly-therefore, That it cannotbe Fuff, I. Todo that to 0. 
thers, which we would not have done to our ſelves: for Nobles and 
thoſe of the Gentry, whom it may concerne, tc yeeld up a conſide- 
rable body (oneof the three Eſtatesof the Kmgdome) to berentin 
ſunder, and a number of ſuch perions to be madea prey, who hold 
their Priviledges, Righes;and Poſſeſſions, by as good T itle & claim, 
as any SubjeRs do. Should they make it their own caſe, and ſuppoſe 

they heard of fucha motion made to take away their Honours, and 
diſpoſe of the greater part of their Revenues and Lands to publick 
uſes, would they not be ſenſible of it, as of the greateſt injuſtice? 
And yctinſuſtice done to Church-men is ſo much greater, as Sacri- 
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iedge addes ro Rebbery. II. To ſpoyle the King of that power 
and authority he has in Cauſes Ecclefiaſtica]l: to enforce or induce 
bim to yeeld co that, he is ſworn againlt,the ſpoyling of the Church, . 
and the ſubverſion of ics government, 

Thirdly. Thar it is againſt Religion ; which he cannot be ſaid to 
hold, thatconſents to ſuch achange and ſubverſion of Church Go- 
vernment, For if we take Religion for the vertuc and power 
thereof,he thar holds not juſtice,bur looſesConſcience by doing un» 
rightcouſly,cannor have any Religion indeed. It we take Religion 
tor the Doctrine or profeſſion thereof, he cannot be ſaid to hold the 
ſame Religion, viz. That, which is profeſſed and eſtabliſhed in 
the Churchof £ngl/and. I. It is the Docrine of this Church, thar 
{uch an ali-nation and diſfipatingot the Churches portion, as mult 
needs follow upon ſucha change, is Sacriledge inan bighdegree, 
and that Sacriledge is an high and preſumptuens breach made upon 
R-ligion; And ſoitis in the Apoſtles judgement too, Row. 2. 22. 
T how that abhorreft Idols, doFt thou commit Sacriledge\ He couples 
Idolatrousand Sacrilegious Perſons together, ro ſhew that, what 
ever they pretend, they are both of them Encmies to truc Religion 
and Worſhip. II. Itis the Doctrine of the Church of England, 
and was al waies of the Catholique Church,that Epiſcopal]! Govern» 
ment isof Apoſtolicali inſtitution and praQice; which he muſtre- 
nounce, thae admits the Presbytery. 111, It isthe doctrine of our 
Church, and wasalwaics of the Catholick, that the Impoſition of 
hands in Ordination, and the power of the Keys in Excommus 
nication & Abſolution, may not be permitted to Lay men;to which 
doqrine he muſt give the lye,that admits the Presbytery. IV. It is 
the dotrine of our Religion,to acknowledge the Kings Supremacy 
in Cauſes Eccleſiaſticall ſo, as the Presbytery will by-no means 
yeeld ro, V. The DoArine of our Religion teaches obedience, 
contrary tothoſe ſeditious No trines, which'have been hitherto 
taughr, to ereRtan1 uphold the Presbyterian Government; ſuch as 
theſe: That the People may reforme Religion by the advice of their 
Minifterr, if the King and Nobles refuſe; That the People are of 
greater Anthority i the King, That they may upon juſt cauſts de- 
poſe Him. Theſe and many more like to theſe, were taught, and are 
{till robe ſeen inthe Writings of the prime promoters of the Diſc » 
pline, Xnox, Buchanan, Goodman , Cartwright, Parker,C*c. if 
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they, which now would advance that Government , diſclaime 
ſach Principles of ſedition, we would fain knew by an anſwer 
from their Conſcience, what Rules and Docrines they are, that 
gaide the prattiſes of theſe dajes? VI. The Dottrine and Truth 
of our Religion is compriſed in the 39 Avrricles, and if they mean 
nochange of Religion with the Government , why was there {0 
much labour and time beſtowed upon thoſe Articles of Religion in 
the Presbytcrian Aſſembly ? and why did they, that uſed rocry, 
No Biſbops, cry alſo Truth and Peace , if the Truth cſtabliſhed in 
this Church ( which they might have had with Peace ) would 
have pleaſed them? 

Laſtly, take we Re/5950» for the forme of Divine ſervice. or the 
publick exerciſe of Religion in a Church, andin the ficit place, re- 
ficupon one Religious Solemnity, ( that ha's its part in the Ser- 
vice, and divine Offices of our Church) the eAnniverſary Remem. 
brance of our Savionrs Nativity, and thereupon pur the queſtion to 
the Fathers of the Ancient Catholick Church: Wh>t Rcligion are 
they of, that will not endure the ſolemnity of that Remembrance, 
but inſtead of keeping the Day Feftivel, b, ginthe abrogation of it 
witha Faff? certainly the Anſwer would be, Thc y are ſcarce good 
Chriſtians. For ſhall the Angell &1I ue, 7 6-1#g yew good rydings of 
great joy, which ſhall be to all People, for unto you this D a  & born 
4 Savior, whichis Cun 1ST the Lord, Luk 2.10. and ſnddcnly a 
multitude of the heavenly Hoſt prayſing God. and ſaying , Glery be to 
God,e-c. Shall the Angells ( I iay)begin to us from heaven, and we 
not follow, not continue and hold on the joy, with Songs apd Pray- 
ſes? Scarce good Chriſtians we, if we neglet ( much more abo- 
liſh) ſuch occaſions of our publick and folemne meetings, for the 
expreſſion of our joy and thankſgiving. Peradventure it will be 
faid, the abrogating of the Day, di1 bur aboliſh the Abuſcs of the 
Time, not the remembrance of the Nativity. Vrhappy Reformers 
arc they, that having ts doe with Religion or Government of a 
Church, know no meane betwixt Reformation and Extirpation, 
with violent hands pullingup Roor and Branch, where pruning 
and digging would have ſerved the turne. Had they conſulted 
with theancient Father Nazianzen,inhis O. ation or Sermon upon 
this Day, they might have heard him vehement]y inveighing a- 
gainſt the riot and excefic of caring and drinking , the vanity and 
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pride of Apparel! , and all the abuſes of this Feftivel, ( the very 


tame in a manner with the iniquities, & extravagances of theſe later 
Agen) but withall adoraing the Day with glorious Titles, drawn 
from the work of the Day, and perſwading to a duc obſervance of 
the Fealt, not ina carnall way of licentious joy and mirth, bur after 
a ſpiriruall manner. And that is by a carefull performance ofthe 
duties of Holinefſe, and of Charity, according to the example and 
inſtra&tion of the Angells Hymne on that Day , G/ery be to God in 
the higheſt, on Earth Peace, good will towards Men. 

I have infinuated what opinion the Ancient Church would have 
had of their Religion, that ſhould have fo dealt with the Day, and 
Remembrance ofour Saviours Nativity: and yet in that Religious 
Solemnity,thereis only a part of the Litargy of our Chareh concer- 
ned; burhow they, that together with the Government, have caſt 
out the whole Divine ſervice, can be (aid ſtill to hold the ſame Re» 
ligion, I cannot ſee. Our Law accounts ſuch for Reeuſants, that re- 
fuſe to comirunicate init, and the Ancient Church held them for 
Sehiſmaticks, We ſtand already apart, (and lamentable it 1s to be- 
hold) as two Churches refuſing ro meet in the ſame publick exer- 
ciſe of Religion ; whoſe the fault is, and who mult bcare the bur- 
den, it is no hard matterto judge. He ſees little what belongs toa 
Church, that ſees not who has made the Schiſme: and he knowes as 
Jirtle, what belongs to Religion, that thinks he can hold the fame 
Religion, and yet entertain the Presbyterian Diſcipline. 

Tf any ont of an impatient defire of Peace, ſhall againtt all the 
premiles ſtill hold-his concluſion, that Peace muſt be enterrained 
on any conditions: yet will no honeſt heart ſo farre diſtruſt the . 
goodnefle of God,or limit his Providence, as if there were no way 
for it to reſtore our Peace, bur by unjuſt meancs : or thinke it can 

© any other, then a tottering and unſetled Peace, which is raiſed 
upon fuch a foundation. Such x Peace, did King eA/a purchaſe to 
Maſcife, by giving the Silver and Gold out of the Treaſures of the 
Flouſe of the Lord to the K ing of Syria: and heard from th: Prophet 
for ir, from henceforth thow ſhalt hava Warres, he might have had a 
nearcrandfafer way 'to his reſt and quietneſſe by relying on the 
Lori, 2.Chr,16.v. 2,8,9, 

And how mt:ch more fafe,and honourable ccnditions of Peace 
might we have from God, would we agree it with him ? Whara 


rexdy way to our defired happincfſc, could we bur ſet our ſelves to 
enter 
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#* , enter upon it? did we but really endeavour , what our Enemies (6 
much make ſhew of, co humble our ſclves before the Lord, the 
King of Heaven, and*ctormegur wayes according tothe preſcript 
of his ſoveraign wil]: our Peace ſhould not be purcuaſed at therate, 
they are pleaſed toſet upon it, but only coſt us the lofſe ot our need- 
lefle Vanities, and unruly Luſts. When Phinechas ftood up to execute 
Tudgement;the Plague was ſtayed, and may that Authority ( which 
has to Jong laboured;to uphold it ſclfe,againſt the violence af dit- 
loyalty )-throughly engage it felfe , againſt vice and wickednflc 
raging in our ſtreets : and all that are in place,and expeR obedience 
from others, be zcalous of Gods glory and ſervice, as they would 
have him render of their hogour and ſafety; Let rhe Prieſts alſo be 
cloathed with righteouſneſſe,and thoſe thatare more ſpecially con» 
cerned inthe deſolation of the Church, behave themſclves anſwe- 
rable to their calling and profeſſion , driven indeed from their 
Cures and Charges, bur taking all occaſions of doing good, as the 
exigency of the Times will afford them, and expecting arcturne 
with firme reſolution of amendingall former negleAs; Finally, ler 
,every onegthat names the name of (hriſt, depart from iniquity, and 
. order his wayes henceforward , as becometh Chriſtians. Then 
ſhould we ſee the People ſcatrered that will delight in Warre and all 
thoſe,that ſhall think they are on high, above the reaſonable condi- 
tions of Peace, made like a wheele, and ſuddenly brought downe in 
their Pride : but the Church as Mount Sior (tand firme and unmo- 
ved; then ſhould Authority, reſtored: to its place, have noother 
worke, but toimploy its juſt power in reforming, what isamiſle in 
the Government of Church and State,to the greateſt adyancement 
of Gods ſervice, and the welfare of his People : and every Loyal! 
Subje& reſtored to his owne,have no other Sollicitude, but willing- 
ly tobeare his burden according to the duty of his place, and faith- 
fally to diſcharge his truſt to the glory of God, that has wrought the 
deliverance, And may he (nay he ſhall) want the bleſſing and 
.comfort of Peace, that deſires it upon other rermes, or expeAs it 
with other reſolutions; bur let every good heart ſodeſiring,and ſo 
reſolved pray, that.God would reſtore unto this Church and King- 
dome that bleſſing of Peace, by ſuch meancs and in ſucha way, 
as ſhall be moſt to his glory, and the advancement of his Service. 

Andlctall the People ſay, Am BN. 
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